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PREFACE 


TO 

THE  FOURTH  EDITION. 


The  eagerness  with  which  the  public  has  for 
some  time  past  called  for  a  reprint  of  this  little 
work,  far  exceeds  any  expectations  that  could  have 
been  entertained  by  the  writer,  and  strongly  evinces 
the  deep  and  growing  interest  this  subject  is  ex¬ 
citing  throughout  the  country.  To  render  this,  the 
Fourth  Edition,  more  worthy  of  the  doctrines 
which  it  attempts  to  explain  and  propagate,  the 
author  has  almost  entirely  rewritten  the  work,  and 
has  also  interspersed  so  much  additional  matter  as 
to  make  it  in  reality  a  new  publication. 


August,  1842.  # 


PREFACE 


TO 

THE  THIRD  EDITION. 


The  great  and  increasing  interest  manifested  by 
the  public  in  this  important  question  has^  in  less 
than  three  months,  exhausted  two  editions  of  one 
thousand  copies  each ;  and  as  the  demand  upon 
the  publisher  still  continues,  the  author  has  been 
induced  to  publish  a  Third  Edition  with  such 
emendations  and  additions  as  experience  has 
suggested. 


t/une,  1841. 


INTKODUCTION. 


At  a  period  when  the  sciences  generally  are  making  the 
most  rapid  strides  towards  perfection^  it  cannot  but  appear 
extraordinary  that  Medicine,  one  of  the  most  important  of 
them,  should  to  all  practical  and  beneficial  purposes  have 
made  so  little  progress,  and  have  remained  almost  station¬ 
ary  from  the  days  of  Hippocrates  to  the  present  time — a 
circumstance  wholly  attributable  to  the  lamentable  and 
acknowledged  fact  that,  till  the  promulgation  of  the  great 
discovery  of  Hahnemann,  no  fixed  principle  or  unerring 
law  had  been  found  to  guide  the  physician  in  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  medicinal  agents  to  the  practical  purposes  of  cure. 
The  homoeopathic  system,  however,  has  entirely  removed 
this  anomaly  and  supplied  the  deficiency,  and  medical 
science  founded  upon  its  principles,  instead  of  being  merely 
conjectural  and  speculative,  now  possesses  within  itself 
all  the  requisites  of  a  positive  science,  being  based  upon 
an  immutable  law  of  nature,  cooperating  with  her  health¬ 
restoring  efforts  and  accomplishing  the  desired  end — a 
mild,  prompt,  and  efficacious  removal  of  disease,  not  pal¬ 
liative  and  temporary,  but  eradicative  of  the  morbid  cause 
without  entailing  injurious  consequences.  Although  this 
discovery,  like  all  others  of  great  importance  to  mankind, 
and  especially  such  as  threaten  to  interfere  with  existing 
interests,  has  met  with  the  most  illiberal  opposition,  the 
most  wilful  misrepresentation,  ridicule,  and  derision  from 
those  who,  totally  ignorant  of  its  merits,  and  influenced 
by  prejudice  rather  than  by  judgment,  unfairly  denounce 
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it  without  examination — it  is  yet  assuredly  destined  sooner 
or  later  to  shine  forth  but  the  more  brilliantly  from  having 
undergone  the  ordeal  of  unjust  persecution,  and  wholly  to 
supplant  the  present  school  of  therapeutics. 

In  support  of  these  assertions  I  may  confidently  adduce 
my  own  personal  experience  and  observation  during  the 
last  ten  years;  for  by  the  all-powerful  means  of  Homoeo¬ 
pathy  I  w^as  restored  to  health  and  strength,  after  suffering 
for  many  years  continued  sickness  and  debility,  which 
remained  not  only  unalleviated  by  the  advice  of  the  most 
skilful  practitioners  of  the  old  school,  but  gradually  and 
unceasingly  increased,  till  a  fearful  inroad  had  been  made 
in  my  constitution,  w’hen  happily  a  friend  from  the  conti¬ 
nent,  an  intelligent  and  zealous  advocate  of  Hahnemann’s 
doctrines,  first  introduced  them  to  my  notice  and  strongly 
urged  me  to  make  trial  of  the  homoeopathic  remedies. 
After  much  unwillingness  and  reluctance  I  eventually 
assented  to  try  a  few  infinitesimal  doses,  and  promised  to 
take  them  according  to  his  directions,  being  at  the  time 
fully  persuaded  that  they  were  too  insignificant,  and  alto¬ 
gether  insufficient  to  grapple  with  my  long-standing  and 
deeply-seated  complaint.  To  my  surprise,  however,  I  soon 
began  to  experience  a  gradual  amelioration  of  my  worst 
symptoms,  and,  by  perseverance,  I  had  ultimately  the  satis¬ 
faction  to  find  myself  restored  to  a  state  of  health  1  had 
not  previously  ventured  to  hope  I  should  ever  again  enjoy. 
— My  w  hole  household  also,  which  consists  of  upwards  of 
tw  enty  persons,  nine  of  whom  are  my  own  children,  has 
for  the  past  ten  years  been  subjected  exclusively  to  homoeo¬ 
pathic  treatment,  and  although  a  great  number  and  variety 
of  acute  and  dangerous  cases  of  disease  have  made  their 
appearance  during  tliat  ])criod,  in  no  one  instance  has 
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Homoeopathy  disappointed  my  expectations,  or  failed  to 
effect  a  cure ;  and  so  far  from  having  cause  to  repent  the 
employment  of  that  mode  of  treatment,  I  shall  ever  rejoice 
and  offer  up  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all  good 
for  enabling  me  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  its  efficacy. 

Having  moreover  witnessed  its  extensive  and  successful 
application  beyond  the  sphere  of  my  own  family  in  a 
multitude  of  diseases  both  acute  and  chronic,  I  naturally 
became  deeply  impressed  with  its  superiority  over  the 
existing  practice,  and  felt  an  earnest  desire  to  make  my¬ 
self  more  intimately  acquainted  with  a  science  capable  of 
conferring  such  important  practical  benefits,  which  by 
study  and  the  assistance  of  my  medical  attendant  I  trust 
I  have  in  some  degree  accomplished ;  and  as  in  my  zealous 
efforts  to  make  this  science  more  extensively  known  I 
have  frequently  been  called  upon  to  answer  the  question 
What  is  Homoeopathy  — I  have  attempted  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages  to  give  to  this  inquiry  a  concise  and  explicit 

reply : 

1st.  Bi/  explaining  the  origin,  principle,  and  leading  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  system. 

2dly.  By  pointing  out  the  characteristics  ivhich  distin¬ 
guish  it  from  the  old  school. 

3dly.  By  exposing  the  futility  of  the  objections  usually 
put  forth  against  it. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  various  speculative  theories  in 
medicine,  notwithstanding  their  plausible  and  high-sound¬ 
ing  pretensions,  have  but  too  often  proved  fallacious  when 
the  only  true  criterion  of  their  value,  that  of  practical  expe¬ 
riment,  has  been  applied  to  them ;  it  is,  therefore,  not  to 


8 


be  expected  that  a  novel  system  of  medicine  like  Homoeo¬ 
pathy — claiming  to  be  founded  on  a  fixed  principle^  pro¬ 
fessing  doctrines  wholly  at  variance  with  all  preconceived 
notions,  and  acting  by  means  apparently  so  inadequate  to 
their  end,  should  be  viewed  without  distrust  and  suspi¬ 
cion  ;  nor  do  its  advocates  deprecate  any  proper  or  neces¬ 
sary  caution, — on  the  contrary,  they  desire  only  that  it 
should  be  critically  examined,  that  it  should  be  put  to  the 
test  of  experimental  trial,  and  that  its  sanative  effects 
should  be  impartially  observed,  since  by  the  result  of  the 
most  rigid  investigation  of  its  merits  they  know  it  must 
ultimately  stand  or  fall.  It  appeals  to  the  evidence  of 
facts  alone,  and  supported  by  their  concurrent  testimony, 
the  period  is  assuredly  not  far  distant  when  it  will  rank 
amongst  the  exact  sciences  and  become  universal  in  its 
application — giving  health  to  the  sick,  strength  to  the 
enervated,  and  going  far  towards  restoring  man  to  his 
normal  condition. 

My  advocacy  of  this  science  does  not  arise  from  a  blind 
attachment  to  a  mere  speculative  theory,  nor  does  it  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  desire  to  promote  any  personal  objects  or 
pecuniary  interests ;  it  is  dictated  solely  by  feelings  of 
gratitude  for  the  blessings  of  health  which  I  and  those 
most  dear  to  me  have  derived — from  an  ardent  zeal  to 
benefit  my  fellow-creatures — to  advance  the  cause  of  truth 
--to  disseminate  the  knowledge  of  a  great  and  valuable 
discovery,  and  to  induce  the  intelligent  inquirer  after  truth 
as  well  as  the  invalid  to  investigate  the  most  rational  and 
enlightened  doctrines  in  medicine  ever  presented  to  the 
world. 


A  NON-MEDICAL  lIOMCEOPATll. 


HOMEOPATHY  EXPLAINED. 


AND 


OBJECTIONS  ANSWERED. 


PART  I. 

ORIGIN  OF  HOMCEOPATHY. 

The  homoeopathic  system  of  medicine,  which  has  of  late 
so  largely  occupied  public  attention,  and  excited  so  much 
discussion  amongst  persons  in  all  classes  of  society,  owes 
its  origin  and  complete  establishment  to  the  philosophic 
mind,  scientific  acquirements,  and  unwearied  labours  of  a 
Grcrman  physician,  Samuel  Hahnemann,  born  at  Meissen, 
in  the  year  1755,  and  now  residing  in  Paris,  full  of  years, 
health,  and  honours,  and  enjoying  that  reputation  and 
happiness  due  alone  to  one  who  has  conferred  such  incal¬ 
culable  benefits  on  mankind.  Previously  to  the  great 
discovery  which  will  immortalize  his  name,  Hahnemann 
was  celebrated  both  as  a  chemist  and  a  physician ;  yet  so 
dissatisfied  was  he  with  the  pursuit  of  his  profession,  on 
account  of  the  total  absence  of  sound  principles,  the  ineffi¬ 
cacy  of  its  resources,  the  uncertainty  of  its  results,  and 
above  all,  on  account  of  the  injuries  inflicted  by  the 
depleting  measures  resorted  to  in  w^hat  is  called  the  active 
treatment  of  disease,  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  jus¬ 
tified  in  continuing  a  practice  which  he  conceived  to  be  a 
mere  hap-hazard  and  routine  administration  of  medicines. 
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of  which  he  kne\v  neither  the  certain  effects,  nor  the  laws 
which  should  determine  their  choice.  He  therefore  aban¬ 
doned  the  practical  part  of  the  profession  altogether,  and, 
undeterred  by  the  prospect  of  poverty,  he  preferred  sup¬ 
porting  himself  and  his  family  by  devoting  his  attention 
to  chemistry,  medical  literature,  and  other  pursuits  more 
in  harmony  with  his  inclination,  until,  by  an  accidental 
circumstance,  a  ray  of  light  broke  upon  his  observing 
mind ;  and  thus  Providence  seems  to  have  selected  him  as 
an  instrument  for  completing  a  thorough  reform  in  the 
therapeutic  branch  of  medical  science.  Whilst  engaged, 
in  the  year  1790,  in  translating  into  German  the  Materia 
Medica  of  the  Scotch  physician.  Dr.  Cullen,  his  attention 
was  so  much  attracted  by  the  various  and  apparently 
incompatible  properties  attributed  to  Peruvian  bark  by 
that  author,  that  he  was  induced  to  try  the  effects  of  that 
medicinal  substance  upon  himself.  He  was  in  perfect 
health  at  the  time,  but,  to  his  astonishment,  he  found  that 
repeated  doses  of  decoction  of  bark  produced  in  him 
febrile  symptoms  exactly  resembling  those  of  a  certain 
character  of  intermittent  fever,  known  by  the  name  of 
ague.  As  bark  had  long  been  known  to  be  a  specific  for 
the  cure  of  ague,  his  sagacious  mind  suspected  that  some¬ 
thing  more  than  mere  accident  had  caused  this  substance 
to  produce  symptoms  so  nearly  resembling  those  of  the 
disease  which  it  cured.  This  phenomenon  made  upon  his 
mind  the  same  impression  as  did  the  fall  of  the  apple 
upon  the  mind  of  Newton,  and  from  this  attack  of  fever 
artificially  produced  may  be  dated  the  origin  of  Homoeo¬ 
pathy.  Struck  with  the  resemblance  of  the  symptoms 
produced  by  bark  to  those  of  the  disease  for  which  this 
substance  is  a  specific,,  he  first  conceived  the  great  truth 
that  the  curative  effects  of  all  medicines  depend  upon  their 
property  of  developing  in  the  healthy  state  of  the  living 
organism  a  train  of  phenomena,  exactlp  sirnihir  to  the 
symptoms  excited  by  the  disease  itself.  Resting  upon 
this  fact,  and  pursuing  a  similar  method  of  in(|uirv. 


11 


by  experimenting  upon  himself  with  many  other  medi¬ 
cinal  substances  denominated  specijics,  he  arrived,  after 
long,  laborious,  and  painful  researches,  at  the  convic¬ 
tion,  that  it  is  an  universal  law  of  therapeutics  that 
diseases  are  effectually  cured  by  such  agents  as  have  the 
power  of  producing  on  healthy  subjects  symptoms  similar  to 
those  ivhich  characterize  the  disease.  Having  spent  about 
twenty  years,  assisted  by  many  zealous  disciples,  in  vary¬ 
ing  and  multiplying  many  thousands  of  experiments  with 
a  view  to  attest  the  reality  of  this  beautiful  law,  and 
having  satisfied  his  mind  of  its  truth,  he  resumed  again 
the  practice  of  medicine,  being  no  longer  obliged  to  grope 
in  the  dark,  but  having  now  a  sure  guide  to  direct  him  in 
the  choice  of  remedies. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  discovery  of  Homoeopathy. 
Upon  the  law  of  nature  thus  ascertained  and  expressed 
by  the  axiom,  similia  similibus  curantur, — a  law  which  has 
been  abundantly  confirmed  by  many  years  of  experience, 
the  genius  of  Hahnemann  has  erected  a  system  of  rational 
medicine,  raising  it  to  the  rank  of  a  positive  science,  and 
replacing  mere  conjecture  by  a  sound  and  unerring  prin¬ 
ciple.^^* 


LEADING  FEATURES  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 

1st.  Its  Fundamental  Principle, 

The  basis  on  which  the  entire  system  is  founded  is  a 
law  of  nature,  acting  alike  on  our  physical  and  moral 
being,  and  which  is  briefly  and  forcibly  expressed  by  the 
axiom,  similia  similibus  curantur,  or,  in  other  words,  like 
cures  like^  the  purport  of  which  is,  that  diseases  are  cured 
by  those  medicinal  agents  which  have  the  power  of  developing 
corresponding  symptoms  in  a  state  of  health.  In  illustra¬ 
tion  of  this  principle  we  may  remark  that  jalap  produces 

*  Dr.  Curie’s  Practice  of  Homoeopath}-. 


12 


griping  pains  in  the  bowels  of  a  person  in  health,  and 
will  cure  a  patient  suffering  from  an  exactly  similar 
attack.  Mercury  produces  ulcerated  sore  throat  in  a 
healthy  individual^  and  will  cure  a  disease  exactly  re¬ 
sembling  it.  Ipecacuanha  causes  vomiting  in  a  healthy 
person,  and  will  cure  a  patient  suffering  from  a  similar 
disturbance  of  stomach.  In  like  manner,  every  medicine 
will  cure  a  disease,  the  exact  image  of  which  it  can  pro¬ 
duce  in  a  healthy  individual.  Numerous  instances . 
analogous  to  the  above  have  been  collected  by  Hahne¬ 
mann  from  ancient  and  modern  medical  literature,  and 
published  in  his  celebrated  work,  ’^The  Organon  of  the 
Healing  Art.”  Popular  practice,  which  is  coeval  with 
mankind  itself,  is  often  surprisingly  successful,  and  when 
it  is  so,  it  acts,  though  unwittingly,  upon  the  homoeopa¬ 
thic  principle.  It  is  well  knowm  that  a  frost-bitten  mem¬ 
ber  is  cured  by  the  application  of  snow,  or  iced  water, 
while  hot  applications,  in  a  case  of  this  nature,  w^ould 
cause  mortification.  A  scald,  or  a  burn,  is  quickly  cured 
by  holding  the  affected  part  close  to  the  fire,  or  by  apply¬ 
ing  hot  spirits,  whereas  the  application  of  cold  would 
increase  the  inflammation  and  retard  the  cure.  An  over¬ 
heated  person  quenches  his  thirst,  and  cools  himself  most 
quickly  and  safely  by  taking  warm  beverages,  or  a  small 
quantity  of  diluted  spirits.  There  is  scarcely  a  case 
in  which  popular  practice  acts  successfully,  through  medi¬ 
cinal  agency,  where  the  curative  effects  may  not  be  traced 
to  the  above  principle,  namely,  that  the  medicinal  sub¬ 
stance  operates  with  a  specific  virtue,  because,  in  the 
healthy  state,  it  has  the  power  of  producing  symptoms 
similar  to  those  of  the  disease  which  it  cures.  This  law, 
moreover,  affords  a  satisfactory  explanation  why  the  vac¬ 
cine  virus  is  so  certain  and  e  T cacious  a  prophylactic 
against  the  smallpox. 

Many  medicines  have  long  been  administered  by  allo¬ 
pathic  i)ractitioners  on  homoeopathic  ])rinci])les,  and  have 
thus  ac(juired  the  name  of  specifics  for  particular  diseases, 
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such  as  quinine  for  intermittent  fever^  sulphur  for  the  itch 
as  an  antipsoric,  mercury  as  an  antisyphilitic,  &c.  These 
medicines  are  specifics  because  they  produce  on  the  healthy 
subject  symptoms  similar  to  those  of  the  diseases  they  are 
known  to  cure.  All  homoeopathic  remedies  possess  specific 
qualities  of  equal  importance,  that  is,  they  have  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  removing  symptoms  in  disease  resembling  the 
pathogenetic  effects  which  they  develope  in  the  healthy 
constitution.  The  homoeopathic  system,  in  truth,  is  emi¬ 
nently  a  system  of  specifics,  its  grand  distinguishing  cha¬ 
racteristic  being,  that  every  individual  disease  must  be 
combated  by  a  therapeutic  agent  having  a  distinct,  indi¬ 
vidual  property,  bearing  directly  upon  the  morbific  action 
of  the  disease.  This,  then,  is  the  principle  or  groundwork 
on  which  Homoeopathy  stands ;  and  the  great  question 
whether  as  a  whole  it  be  true  or  false,  rests  entirely  and 
exclusively  upon  the  soundness  and  truth  of  the  law  as 
above  explained :  all  other  points,  however  necessary  they 
may  be  to  make  the  system  complete,  and  however  essen¬ 
tial  to  its  practical  success,  are  in  themselves  of  subordi¬ 
nate  importance,  and  would  become  comparatively  of  little 
value  if  this  grand  therapeutic  law  could  be  impugned  or 
controverted.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  in  order  to  sub¬ 
vert  the  doctrines  of  Homoeopathy  its  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciple  must  be  shown  to  be  erroneous,  and  all  attacks  upon 
the  science  should  be  directed  to  this  point  alone.  That 
this  law  is  true  and  incontrovertible  may  be  demonstrated 
by  experiment,  and  that  it  is  felt  to  be  unassailable  by  its 
opponents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  amongst  the 
numerous  adversaries  of  Homoeopathy,  not  one  has  hitherto 
been  found  bold  enough  to  attempt  denying  or  disproving 
it.  The  experience,  indeed,  of  hundreds  of  observing  and 
skilful  practitioners  during  the  last  forty  years,  as  well  as 
the  steady  and  progressive  advance  of  the  science  in  every 
country  of  the  civilized  world,  sufficiently  attest  the  sound¬ 
ness  of  its  basis.  The  great  advantage  which  Homoeopathy 
offers  to  the  practitioner  is  that  in  all  cases  he  has  a  sure 
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and  unerring  guide  for  the  administration  of  remedies, 
and  to  the  patient,  tliat  he  is  not  exposed  to  the  destruc¬ 
tive  effects  of  large  doses  of  violent,  nauseous,  and  per¬ 
nicious  drugs,  given  not  only  without  any  certainty  of 
ultimate  benefit,  but  with  every  probability  of  injuiy  to  his 
constitution. — Another  distinguishing  feature  in  this  doc¬ 
trine  is,  that  while  rarely  two  practitioners  of  the  old  school 
agree  in  the  medical  treatment  of  any  given  disease,  the 
homoeopathic  physicians  can  hardly  disagree  ;  and  if  at 
any  time  they  should  do  so,  a  reference  to  the  fundamental 
principle  would  soon  decide  as  to  which  of  them  is  right. 

2d.  Hornceopathy  ascertains  the  effects  of  its  medicines  on  the 
healthy  subject  previmisly  to  their  application  to  the  cure  of 
disease. 

Second  only  in  importance  to  the  great  discovery  of  the 
homoeopathic  law  is  the  knowledge  derived  from  experi¬ 
ment  of  the  medicinal  properties  of  each  remedy  upon  the 
healthy  organism ; — for  this  also  the  world  is  indebted  to 
the  genius  and  labours  of  Hahnemann,  since  before  his 
time  no  definite  knowledge  was  possessed  of  such  proper¬ 
ties  ;  for  as  they  were  tested  only  in  the  state  of  disease, 
their  effects  were  mixed  and  confounded  with  those  of  the 
disease  itself,  and  consequently  it  was  impossible  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  phenomena  sprang  from  a  medicinal  and  what 
from  a  morbid  agency.  It  was  of  paramount  importance 
to  ascertain  the  exact  pathogenetic  effects  of  remedies  in 
order  to  render  the  fundamental  law  of  Homoeopathy  ap¬ 
plicable  in  practice.  This  arduous  and  laborious  task  has 
been  accomplished  with  great  precision  by  Hahnemann 
and  his  early  disciples.  By  subjecting  themselves  per¬ 
sonally  to  the  operation  of  medicinal  substances,  as  well 
as  by  watching  and  recording  their  action  on  other  healthy 
persons  of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages  under  their  own  im¬ 
mediate  observation,  they  determined  the  therapeutic  ])ro- 
perties  of  the  great  majority  of  those  remedies  which  con- 
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stitute  the  present  Materia  Medica^  comprising  as  it  does 
upwards  of  two  hundred  different  medicines;  the  remainder 
have  been  supplied  by  the  experimental  labours  of  other 
physicians;  and  this  severe  and  painful  process  is  still 
continued  by  several  zealous  and  devoted  medical  men 
who,  thus  submitting  themselves  to  great  suffering  for  the 
benevolent  purpose  of  advancing  their  art  and  benefiting 
their  fellow- ere atures,  must  be  supposed  to  be  thoroughly 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  their  object. 

3d.  Homoeopathy  prescribes  medicines  in  extremely  minute  doses. 

When  Hahnemann  first  applied  medicines  according  to 
the  principle  he  had  discovered,  he  administered  them  in 
the  ordinary  quantities;  but  soon  perceiving  that  these 
doses  given  with  the  view  of  acting  on  diseased  organs — 
in  which  there  always  exists  a  greatly  increased  morbid 
sensibility — produced  a  very  severe  aggravation  of  the 
symptoms  without  any  corresponding  advantage  to  the 
patient,  he  was  naturally  led  to  diminish  the  quantity  till 
the  aggravation  became  sufficiently  lessened  and  the  dose 
still  remained  powerful  enough  to  combat  the  disease; 
and  having  at  a  later  period,  in  the  course  of  his  numerous 
experimental  trials  on  medicinal  substances,  discovered  a 
novel  and  peculiar  mode  of  developing  their  virtues  by 
a  long  and  laborious  process  of  trituration  and  succussion, 
by  means  of  which  all  their  known  properties  were  increased 
to  an  extraordinary  extent,  and  other  properties,  not  pre¬ 
viously  ascertained  to  exist  in  them,  were  also  developed, 
he  found  himself  compelled,  in  using  medicines  thus 
rendered  extremely  energetic,  still  to  continue  to  reduce 
the  doses,  till  he  ultimately  brought  them  to  their  pre¬ 
sent  atomic  or  infinitesimal  form.  Medicinal  substances 
thus  prepared  and  subtilized  have  the  additional  im¬ 
portant  advantage  of  penetrating  into  the  inmost  recesses 
and  most  remote  extremities  of  the  living  organism,  and 
consequently  of  acting  directly  upon  the  diseased  organ, 
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wherever  situated  —  a  power  not  possessed  by  the  drugs 
prepared  according  to  the  ordinary  method.  The  expla¬ 
nation  here  given  of  the  peculiar  mode  of  preparing  the 
medicines  and  of  their  administration  with  the  view'  of 
acting  upon  organs  rendered  morbidly  sensitive  by  disease, 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  powerful  effects  ascribed  to 
homceopathic  doses.  This  mode  of  preparing  medicines 
is  amongst  the  most  scientific  as  w^ell  as  most  valuable 
discoveries  of  modern  times,  and  is  one  of  the  richest  jewels 
in  Hahnemanffs  crown. 


4th.  Homoeopathy  recognises  the  use  of  only  one  medicine  at  a  time. 

Another  great  improvement  introduced  by  Hahnemann 
is  the  rule  that  only  one  medicine  is  to  be  administered  at 
a  time :  this  rule,  which  admits  of  no  deviation,  is  beauti¬ 
fully  simple  and  rational  in  itself,  and  most  advantageous 
in  its  application;  for  so  long  as  only  one  medicine  is 
given,  the  properties  of  which  have  been  clearly  ascer¬ 
tained,  the  practitioner  may  alw'ays  perceive  its  action  on 
the  organism,  and  appreciate  its  adaptation  to  the  malady: 
and  most  important  is  it  in  cases  where  immediate  danger 
is  apprehended,  that  he  should  be  enabled  to  select  a  single 
medicine  whose  peculiar  properties  are  defined,  which  is 
specifically  indicated,  and  wffiich  he  therefore  administers 
with  confidence,  knowing  that  it  will  act,  unchanged  by 
admixture  with  any  other,  directly  upon  the  diseased  organ, 
thereby  powerfully  assisting  the  vital  powers  in  throwing 
off  the  malady, — an  advantage  wffiich  it  is  impossible 
to  attain  in  allopathic  practice,  wffiere  uncertainty,  con¬ 
fusion,  and  the  most  serious  consequences  can  alone  result 
from  the  complicated  mixture  of  various  drugs,  w'hich, 
besides  morbidly  stimulating  and  disturbing  the  vital 
functions,  exhaust  the  powders  of  life  and  render  diseases 
still  more  complicated,  by  producing  symptoms  and  de¬ 
rangements  belonging  to  the  medicines  themselves. 


5th.  Homoeopathy  insists  upon  the  observance  of  a  proper  regimen. 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  observance  of  a  well- 
regulated  regimen  is  of  great  importance  to  the  invalid. 
Hahnemann  has  therefore  directed  that,  as  regards  food 
and  beverage^  the  patient  shall  be  restricted  to  such  articles 
as  are  most  simple^  most  easily  digested  and  nutritious^ 
and  most  readily  assimilated  to  the  blood,  and  especially 
to  such  as  are  devoid  of  stimulating  qualities.  These 
articles,  moreover,  must  be  taken  in  such  quantities  as  are 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  nature,  but  must  never 
exceed  that  point.  No  doubt  it  will  be  requisite  for  the 
physician  to  modify  the  diet  in  particular  instances  to  meet 
individual  cases,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  the  patient  must 
abstain  from  rich,  indigestible,  and  oleaginous  meats ; 
from  tea,  coffee,  spices,  acids,  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  tobacco ;  in  short,  from  every  article  having  a  stimu¬ 
lating  or  medicinal  property ;  and  this  abstinence  must  be 
accompanied  with  the  free  enjoyment  of  pure  air,  sufficient 
exercise,  and  the  utmost  possible  tranquillity  of  mind. 
These  regulations  have  no  curative  effect  in  themselves, 
but  they  are  advantageous,  inasmuch  as  they  tend  to 
nourish  and  support  the  system,  without  exciting  such 
disturbance  as  would  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  medi¬ 
cinal  agents,  and  must  consequently  render  the  cure  more 
rapid,  certain,  and  effectual. 


Cth.  Homoeopathy  selects  such  remedies  as  act  in  cooperation 
with  the  symptoms  which  manifest  themselves  in  disease. 

In  order  fully  to  elucidate  the  reason  why  such  medi¬ 
cines  are  administered  as  shall  act  in  unison  with  the 
svmptoms  produced  by  disease,  we  cannot  do  better  than 
follow  Dr.  Curie^s  theory  on  this  subject,*  which,  as  it 

*  Annal!^  of  tlie  Homoeopathic  Dispensary,  Nos.  I.  &  II. 
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appears  to  supply  both  a  rational  and  satisfactory  expla¬ 
nation^  and  is  at  the  same  time  in  complete  harmony  with 
the  great  law,  dmilia  similibus  curantur,  has  been  freely 
adopted  throughout  this  work.  Dr.  Curie  considers  that  it  is 
most  important  to  avoid  an  error  too  commonly  entertained, 
which  is,  to  regard  the  symptoms  of  disease  as  identical  with 
the  disease  itself,  while  in  reality  they  are  separate  and  dis¬ 
tinct  in  their  nature;  the  disease  being  the  imperceptible  virus 
or  other  exciting  cause  which  has  invaded  the  organism,  dis¬ 
turbing  the  harmonious  actions  of  the  functions,  and  disor¬ 
ganising  the  structural  tissue ;  and  the  symptoms  being 
clearly  the  health-restoring  efforts  which  the  vital  powers 
exert  to  expel  the  morbid  cause  or  virus,  and  to  repair  the 
mischief  it  may  have  occasioned.  But  as  in  severe  cases 
the  vital  powers  are  of  themselves  insufficient  to  accomplish 
this  object,  the  homoeopathic  law  here  comes  into  effective 
operation,  and  by  the  exhibition  of  such  medicines  as  have 
the  'power  of  producing  symptoms  similar  to  those  of  the 
disease,  the  vital  powers  are  effectually  assisted,  and  by 
their  united  efforts  or  struggles  the  disease  is  ultimately  sub  - 
dued  ;  whereas  Allopathy,  with  few  exceptions,  aims  only 
at  allaying  the  symptoms  without  attempting  to  destroy 
the  cause  of  the  evil,  and,  when  successful,  lulls  the  patient 
into  fancied  and  dangerous  security,  while  the  disease  is 
fixing  itself  more  and  more  closely  in  the  constitution.  It 
has  been  asserted  that  because  Homoeopathy  acts  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  symptoms,  and  frequently  increases  the 
painful  sensations  already  existing,  it  must  therefore  tend 
to  increase  instead  of  diminishing  the  disease.  This  is 
altogether  a  false  imputation  ;  the  symptoms  are  the  salu¬ 
tary  efforts  of  nature  with  which  the  medicines  cooperate, 
and  acting  in  alliance  w  ith  them  effectually  assist  in  repel¬ 
ling  the  disease;  Homoeopathy  carefully  observes  the  me¬ 
thods  which  nature  adopts,  and  by  imitating  those  methods, 
and  acting  in  conformity  w  ith  them,  it  succeeds  in  expelling 
the  enemy.  Homoeopathy  regards  the  symptoms  as  tokens 
and  indications  to  point  out  the  seat,  the  character,  and  the 
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strength  of  the  invading  enemy,  and  being  thus  informed  it 
does  not,  like  Allopathy,  erroneously  attempt  to  silence  the 
messengers  which  have  conveyed  to  it  the  information,  but 
armed  with  the  weapons  which  experience  has  shown  to 
be  powerful  against  the  particular  kind  of  foe  it  has  to 
contend  with,  it  acts  as  a  faithful  ally,  supporting  and 
assisting  nature  in  gaining  the  victory.  The  symptoms 
are  certainly  messengers  of  evil,  but  they  will  soon  cease 
to  bring  their  unwelcome  tidings  when  the  evil  itself  has 
been  banished  or  destroyed. 


7th.  Homoeopathy  maintains  that  there  are  three  kinds  of  virus 
forming  the  bases  of  all  chronic  diseases. 

Chronic  diseases  have  ever  been  a  stumbling-block  and 
an  insurmountable  difficulty  to  the  old  school,  however  it 
may  have  been  able,  by  bleeding,  blistering,  purging,  by 
counter-irritants,  calomel  and  other  depleting  and  destruc¬ 
tive  methods,  to  palliate  or  subdue  acute  attacks ; — chronic 
diseases  have  ever  been  in  its  hands  irresistible  and  uncon¬ 
trollable,  they  have  continued  to  grow  with  the  growth 
and  strengthen  with  the  strength  ”  of  the  patient,  till  at 
length  the  constitution  undermined  by  the  never-ceasing 
malignancy  of  the  insidious  disease,  becomes  a  victim  to  its 
inveteracy,  and  finally  sinks  unaided  under  some  virulent 
manifestation,  such  as  paralysis,  gout,  consumption,  cancer, 
scrofula,  mania,  and  various  other  hideous  and  fatal  forms. 
Hence  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the  great  labours  and 
comprehensive  mind  of  Hahnemann,  who  after  several 
years  of  deep  research  and  patient  inquiry  succeeded  in 
ascertaining  the  peculiar  poisons  which  constitute  the 
bases  of  all  chronic  diseases,  and  also  discovering  by  long, 
painful,  and  practical  experiments  a  numerous  class  of 
medicinal  agents  whereby  these  poisons  may  be  success¬ 
fully  combated  and  ultimately  eradicated.  One  of  these 
insidious  poisons,  as  we  learn  from  Hahnemann’s  Theory 
of  Chronic  Diseases,  is  inherent  in  the  constitution  of  by 
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far  the  greater  portion  of  mankind,  and  although  it  may 
lie  dormant  or  inactive  for  a  long  series  of  years  with  many 
persons  while  the  health  is  robust  and  constitution  unim¬ 
paired,  it  will  inevitably  break  forth  and  manifest  its 
destructive  virulence  W'henever  it  is  excited  by  an  acci¬ 
dental  cause,  or  wdien  the  constitution  becomes  enfeebled 
by  old  age  or  pernicious  habits.  This  virus  is  hereditary, 
and  has  been  transmitted  through  successive  generations 
from  the  earliest  period  down  to  the  present  time,  and  is  the 
cause  of  what  is  called  idiosyncrasy  or  predisposition  of 
particular  individuals  to  contract  particular  affections. 
The  virus  here  referred  to  has  been  by  Hahnemann  deno¬ 
minated  psora,  and  appears  to  be  the  bane  of  the  human 
race ;  it  is  the  most  universally  prevalent,  and  of  all  others 
the  most  difficult  to  conquer.  Experience,  however,  has 
proved  it  to  be  conquerable  by  the  means  discovered  by 
Hahnemann;  but  so  completely  interwoven  is  this  virus 
w  ith  our  constitution  that  the  conquest  can  only  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  skilful  treatment,  time  and  perseverance ;  and 
wdien  this  has  been  fully  accomplished,  man  may  indeed 
be  said  to  have  been  restored  to  his  normal  state ;  he  will 
then  cease  to  be  the  victim  of  disease  and  deleterious 
drugs,  or  premature  old  age,  and,  with  attention  to  correct 
habits,  will  reach  that  period  for  which  his  Maker  originally 
framed  his  body,  free  from  the  infirmities  and  dreadful 
sufferings  to  which  he  is  now  too  frequently  the  martyr. 
The  tW'O  other  chronic  poisons  are  syphilis  and  sycosis,  but 
these  are  by  no  means  so  universally  met  with  as  psora, 
and  they  may  also  be  more  easily  and  quickly  eradicated 
by  specific  remedies  for  each  discovered  by  the  illustrious 
founder  of  the  homoeopathic  system. 
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BRIEF  REVIEW  OF  HAHNEMANN^S  DISCOVERIES. 

In  taking  a  review  of  the  truly  great  and  valuable  dis¬ 
coveries  which  Hahnemann  has  been  enabled  to  make,  it 
is  impossible  to  avoid  being  struck  with  his  patient  and 
indefatigable  industry^  the  power  and  clearness  of  his  in¬ 
tellect^  and  the  zeal  and  sincerity  he  displayed  in  the 
pursuit  of  truth,  which  he  appears  to  have  had  a  pe¬ 
culiar  facility  in  detecting.  No  conception  seems  to  have 
been  too  vast  for  his  mind,  no  detail  too  minute  for  his  ob¬ 
servation.  The  importance  of  his  discoveries  would  be 
much  underrated  by  those  who  would  consider  them 
simply  as  the  acquisition  of  new  remedies,  or  even  as 
new  methods  of  cure.  Homoeopathy  stands  on  a  far 
broader  basis  ;  it  is  a  comprehensive  and  practical  science 
— an  entirely  original  system  of  medicine,  founded  on  the 
great  discovery  of  a  law  of  nature,  which  is  therefore 
unerring  and  immutable,  similia  similibus  curantur.  This 
discovery  would  have  been  alone  sufficient  to  immortalize 
the  name  of  Hahnemann ;  but  he  has  advanced  still 
farther — he  has  devoted  his  genius  and  energies  to  the 
practical  application  of  this  law,  and  in  so  doing  he  has 
again  pursued  a  plan  entirely  his  own :  first,  by  prescrib¬ 
ing  remedies  the  effects  of  wffiich  are  most  closely  imitative 
of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  thereby  cooperating 
with  the  efforts  of  nature  to  eradicate  the  disease  itself; 
secondly,  by  ascertaining  the  pure  and  unmixed  virtues  of 
medicinal  agents  on  the  healthy  subject,  whereby  their 
genuine  properties  are  established  beyond  a  doubt ; 
thirdly,  in  the  preparation  of  those  medicinal  substances 
by  a  scientific  and  ingenious  process,  thereby  calling  forth 
virtues  which  had  previously  lain  dormant,  and  exhibiting 
them  in  a  highly  diluted  form,  and  in  doses  which,  though 
apparently  insignificant,  are  yet  extremely  potent  in  their 
action  on  disease;  fourthly,  by  permitting  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  only  one  kind  of  medicine  at  a  time,  thereby 
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at  once  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  the  choice.  These 
are  all  great  and  valuable  discoveries  tending  towards  one 
end,  and  forming  together  one  harmonious  whole, — an 
entire  system  having  for  its  basis  a  beneficent  and  immu¬ 
table  law  of  nature,  requiring  only  the  advantages  of 
accumulated  experience,  and  the  continued  efforts  and 
skill  of  its  professors,  to  bring  it  nearer  and  nearer  to  per¬ 
fection.  In  addition  to  all  this,  we  may  refer  to  another 
discovery  most  important  to  mankind  in  its  results,  the 
consequence,  also,  of  Hahnemann^s  great  intelligence  and 
patient  research,  namely,  the  discovery  of  the  three  kinds 
of  virus  which  constitute  the  bases  of  all  chronic  diseases, 
and  likewise  that  of  the  remedies  by  means  of  Avhich 
those  poisons  may  be  ultimately  annihilated. 


PART  IL 


DISTINGUISHING  CHARACTERISTICS  OF 
HOMGEOPATHY. 


It  is  not  necessary  here  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
Hahnemann^s  theories  of  disease^  nor  of  the  many  other 
enlightened  and  philosophical  views  to  be  found  in  his 
works^  which^  though  highly  important  in  themselves,  and 
interesting  to  the  physician  and  scientific  inquirer,  are  of 
less  consequence  to  the  general  reader.  Having  pointed 
out  the  accidental  circumstance  which  led  to  the  discovery 
of  Homoeopathy,  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded,  and 
the  peculiarities  of  the  science  in  its  practical  application, 
I  trust  I  have  been  enabled  to  convince  candid  and  im¬ 
partial  persons  that  it  is  neither  the  charlatanism  nor  the 
absurdity  which  the  ignorant,  the  prejudiced,  or  the  in¬ 
terested  have  endeavoured  to  represent  it  to  be,  but  rather 
that  it  is  a  rational  and  intelligible  system  of  medicine, 
which  merits  the  most  serious  attention  and  minute  exa¬ 
mination  both  of  the  faculty  and  of  the  public.  Having 
explained  the  points  which  peculiarly  characterize  Homoe¬ 
opathy,  I  now  proceed  to  enumerate  some  of  the  most 
prominent  remedial  measures  of  the  old  school  which  the 
new  doctrine  repudiates  altogether  as  unnecessary  and 
injurious. 
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1st.  Homoeopathy  rejects  every  kind  of  bleeding. 

The  abstraction  of  the  vital  fluids  so  extensively  and 
rashly  resorted  to  by  the  old  school,  is  strongly  con¬ 
demned  by  Hahnemann.  He  considers  the  blood  to  be  so 
precious  a  fluid,  so  essential  to  our  physical  existence,  and 
to  the  nutritious  growth  and  vigour  of  the  bod}^,  that  the 
loss  of  a  small  quantity,  by  artificial  means,  is  not  only 
injurious  and  irreparable,  but  is,  moreover,  wholly  un¬ 
necessary,  even  in  the  most  serious  and  most  critical  cases. 
By  its  loss  the  vital  forces  are  so  reduced,  and  the  efforts 
of  nature  to  subdue  disease  so  impeded  and  weakened, 
that  irremediable  debility,  and  ultimately  death,  are  the 
too  frequent  consequences.  It  is  an  error  to  suppose  that 
any  human  being  has  a  drop  of  superfluous  blood ;  and 
those  cases  in  which  derangement  of  the  circulation  is  mani¬ 
fested,  whether  by  inflammatory  action,  or  by  a  strong 
determination  to  a  particular  organ,  are  but  the  result  of  a 
morbid  cause,  which  cause  itself  ought  to  be  removed  by 
suitable  remedies,  and  not  its  effects  by  mechanical  eva¬ 
cuation.  In  all  cases  where  the  common  practice  deems 
bleeding  necessary ,  Homoeopathy  provides  remedies  which 
calm  and  restore  the  balance  of  the  circulation.  Thus,  as 
the  patient  is  not  exhausted  by  depletion,  he  retains  all 
his  strength,  and  his  chances  of  recovery  are  not  only 
greater,  but  almost  certain,  and  his  period  of  convales¬ 
cence  is  shortened.  He  avoids,  besides,  the  frightful 
consequences  which  inevitably  result  in  after-life  from 
bloodletting.  The  abstraction  of  blood,  even  when  appa¬ 
rently  beneficial,  is  at  best  but  a  palliative,  and  a  palliative 
obtained  at  a  great  sacrifice  to  the  constitution.  A  ho- 
mcEopathic  medical  writer  justly  observes  that  God  in 
his  infinite  goodness  has  raised  uj)  the  founder  of  Homoeo¬ 
pathy  to  heal  diseases,  with  remedies  more  in  conformity 
with  the  intentions  of  nature,  to  re-establish  health,  with¬ 
out  destroying  the  sources  of  life.” 


2d.  Hotnoeopathy  7'ejects  all  external  applications,  such  as 
blisters,  moxas,  setons,  actual  cauteries,  ^c. 


These  violent  and  tormenting  measures  are  not  only 
decidedly  injurious  to  the  organ  to  which  they  are  applied^ 
but  they  also  drain  and  debilitate  the  entire  frame.  They 
add  artificial  to  morbid  sufferings^  and  still  further  ex¬ 
haust  the  organism  already  enfeebled  by  disease ;  and 
after  all^  so  uncertain  and  precarious  are  their  good  effects 
that  a  total  absence  of  efficacious  remedies  could  alone 
induce  rational  practitioners  to  have  recourse  to  them. 
They  produce  at  best  but  temporary  reliefj  and  rarely,  if 
ever,  lead  to  a  complete  cure.  They  are  mostly  mere  pal¬ 
liatives,  and  this  circumstance  alone  would  be  a  sufficient 
reason  for  Homoeopathy  to  reject  them ;  they  are,  more¬ 
over,  altogether  unnecessary,  for  Homoeopathy  possesses 
ample  and  powerful  remedies  for  removing  the  morbid 
cause,  and,  consequently,  for  avoiding  all  such  cruel  and 
baneful  applications. 


3d,  Ho7noeopathy  renders  useless  the  majority  of  surgical 

operations. 

As  the  whole  of  that  large  class  of  local  diseases  for  the 
relief  or  removal  of  which  surgical  operations  have  been 
deemed  requisite,  arises  from  an  inherent  virus  in  the 
organism,  and  the  local  visible  affection  is  the  mere  exter¬ 
nal  manifestation  or  symptom  of  the  concealed  internal 
vice,  it  must  be  evident  that  the  only  rational  method  of 
ensuring  a  radical  cure  is  to  attack  the  disease  at  its 
source,  and  eradicate  it  by  a  constitutional  or  antipsoric 
treatment.  The  removal  of  the  local  symptom,  although 
it  may  be  skilfully  and  successfully  performed,  is  always 
attended  wdth  great  danger  and  suffering,  and,  generally, 
has  no  more  than  a  temporary  effect ;  for,  as  the  generat¬ 
ing  or  morbid  cause  remains  untouched  by  these  means, 
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the  symptom  will  assuredly  at  some  future  period  reappear 
with  renewed  energy.  It  is  a  great  and  dangerous  error 
to  believe,  as  in  the  case  of  cancer,  or  any  other  tumour, 
however  expertly  or  completely  it  may  be  displaced  by  the 
knife,  that  the  disease  itself  is  thereby  extirpated.  The 
hidden  morbid  cause  which  originally  produced  the  local 
inconvenience,  still  lurking  in  the  constitution,  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  reproduce  it.  The  same  objection  applies  to 
all  other  operations  for  local  diseases,  such  as  cataract, 
dropsy,  &c.,  and  to  amputations  for  white  swelhngs,  mor¬ 
tification,  &c. ;  all  alike  are  useless  except  for  mere  tempo¬ 
rary  relief.  Yet  such  is  the  poverty  and  incompetency  of 
the  old  practice  that  in  all  these  and  similar  cases  it  has 
no  other  resource  than  these  dreadful  and  unavailing  ope¬ 
rations.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  genius,  labour,  and  zeal 
of  Hahnemann,  the  physician  has  been  put  in  possession 
of  powerful  and  efficacious  medicinal  agents,  by  which  all 
diseases,  however  deeply  rooted  or  interwoven  with  the 
constitution,  may  be  eradicated,  if  resorted  to  while  suffi¬ 
cient  vital  power  yet  remains  in  the  economy.  With 
Homoeopathy,  therefore,  surgery  is  limited  to  its  proper 
functions,  and  is  simply  the  application  of  mechanical  art 
to  the  remedy  of  mechanical  injuries,  but  is  in  no  way 
suffered  to  intrench  upon  the  province  of  medicine. 


4th.  Homoeopathy  rejects  the  indiscriminate  use  of  mineral 

waters. 

As  the  actual  properties  of  this  large  class  of  medicinal 
agents  have  never  yet  been  verified  by  the  only  true  and 
rational  criterion,  namely,  by  experimental  trials  on  the 
healthy  subject,  the  specific  applicability  of  each  of  them 
to  any  particular  malady  has  not  been  yet  ascertained; 
their  curative  effects  are  therefore  undefined  and  uncer¬ 
tain,  and,  consequently,  they  can  be  used  only  at  random, 
and  it  must  happen  by  mere  chance  if  a  ])atient  ever 
derives  any  benefit  from  them ;  moreover,  as  no  one  medi- 
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cinal  substance  will  alone  cure  a  complicated  malady,  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  any  one  of  the  mineral  springs  can  of 
itself  be  sufficient  to  remove  a  chronic  disease,  even  if  it 
were  specifically  indicated  as  above  pointed  out.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  persons  annually  resort  to  the  various  spas  of 
this  country  and  of  the  continent,  in  search  of  that 
restoration  of  health  they  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
gain  at  the  hands  of  their  physicians,  and  but  too  often 
injure  their  constitutions  by  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
several  waters,  all  of  which  act  more  or  less  powerfully  on 
the  human  frame ;  and  if  such  waters  are  not  indicated  in 
the  disease  for  which  they  are  employed,  they  must  of 
necessity  prove  highly  detrimental.  It  is  only  when  the 
allopathic  practitioner  finds  himself  unable,  by  his  utmost 
skill,  to  cure  the  diseases  intrusted  to  his  care,  that  he 
recommends  the  use  of  these  mineral  medicaments.  Con¬ 
tinued  failure  to  alleviate,  and  a  well-founded  distrust  in 
his  own  resources,  alone  suggest  the  recommendation. 
In  homoeopathic  practice  no  such  hap-hazard  mode  of 
treatment  is  admissible ;  every  disease  has  remedies 
adapted  to  its  cure,  and  by  these,  when  judiciously  admi¬ 
nistered,  the  patient  may  in  general  be  restored  to  health. 

5th.  Homoeopathy  rejects  all  kinds  of  purgatives  and  aperient 

medicines. 

Of  all  the  remedial  measures  to  which  the  old  school 
has  recourse,  that  of  evacuating  the  bowels  by  purgative 
and  aperient  medicines  is  the  most  universal  in  its  appli¬ 
cation,  whatever  may  be  the  character,  and  wherever  the 
seat  of  the  complaint.  In  homoeopathic  practice  these 
means  are  altogether  repudiated  as  mischievous,  deceptive 
and  unnecessary.  That  the  frequent  use  of  such  means 
is  mischievous,  must  be  evident  from  the  fact  that  their 
first  operation  is  to  excite  irritation  and  inordinate  action 
of  the  bowels,  to  derange  and  stimulate  the  functional 
secretion  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  thereby  to  lay  the 
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foundation  of  either  partial  or  complete  constipation. 
They  are  likewise  injurious  to  the  stomachy  by  irritating 
its  internal  coat^  and  disturbing  its  functions,  and  are  the 
never-failing  source  of  dyspepsia,  liver  complaints,  he¬ 
morrhoids,  and  the  long  train  of  evils  connected  there¬ 
with.  They  are  deceptive,  because  they  evacuate  the 
torpid  bowels  only  for  the  moment,  and  do  not  remove 
the  cause  of  that  torpor,  but,  on  the  contrary,  greatly 
increase  and  confirm  it.  They  are  unnecessary,  because 
Homoeopathy,  without  their  employment,  possesses  reme¬ 
dies  for  effectually  and  permanently  restoring  the  natural 
and  healthy  action  of  the  bow^els.  In  short,  a  purgative 
can  never  be  taken  without  producing  more  or  less  mis¬ 
chief,  both  local  and  general,  and  the  extent  of  the  mischief 
is  invariably  increased  after  every  repetition  of  the  dose. 


COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OF  HOMOEOPATHIC  AND 
ALLOPATHIC  PRACTICE. 

From  the  preceding  observations  we  learn  that  H  omoeo- 
pathy  administers  its  remedies  in  obedience  to  a  fixed  princi¬ 
ple,  an  infallible  guide,  similia  similibns  curantur;  while 
Allopathy,  devoid  of  any  such  principle  or  guide,  has  no 
choice  but  to  act  by  blind  routine,  and  but  too  often  pre¬ 
scribes  its  medicines  on  mere  speculative  or  empirical 
grounds,  even  in  cases  of  immediate  danger. 

Homoeopathy  ascertains  the  medicinal  virtue  of  each  of 
its  remedies  by  experiment  on  the  healthy  subject  before 
venturing  to  administer  it  to  the  subject  labouring  under 
disease  ;  while  Allopathy  possesses  little  or  no  knowledge 
of  medicinal  substances  beyond  what  is  observed  from 
their  operation  on  the  diseased  subject,  whereby  it  ascer¬ 
tains  only  the  effects  resulting  from  the  mixed  phenomena 
of  disease  and  medicinal  agency. 

Homoeopathy  dispenses  medicines  whose  properties  are 
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developed  and  powers  multiplied  by  an  ingenious  and  scien¬ 
tific  process^  and  in  quantities  which,  though  infinitely  mi¬ 
nute,  are  yet  most  energetic  in  their  action  on  the  diseased 
organs,  and  wholly  unproductive  of  injury  to  the  healthy 
functions — while  Allopathy  prescribes  its  hap-hazard  drugs 
in  quantities  so  enormous  as  cannot  fail  to  produce  dan¬ 
gerous  and  permanent  derangement  in  the  economy,  even 
should  they  have  the  efiect  of  palliating  or  for  a  time 
stifling  the  symptoms  of  the  complaint. 

Homoeopathy  employs  only  one  medicine  at  a  time,  and 
that  which  by  the  recorded  pure  effects  on  the  healthy 
subject  is  specifically  indicated  as  the  exact  remedy  for 
the  removal  of  the  disease — while  Allopathy  loads  its  pa¬ 
tients  with  a  multitudinous  mass  of  heterogeneous  sub¬ 
stances,  the  genuine  properties  of  which,  whether  collec¬ 
tively  or  individually,  have  never  been  revealed  by  the  only 
true  and  rational  method,  nor  ever  observed  except  through 
a  deceptive  medium. 

Homoeopathy  never  attempts  to  allay  the  mere  symp¬ 
toms  of  an  inflammatory  disease  by  the  abstraction  of  the 
vital  fluid,  the  support  of  life,  health,  and  vigour — while 
Allopathy  resorts  to  bloodletting  as  its  only  potent  and 
effectual  remedy  in  all  disturbances  of  the  vascular  system, 
thereby  deteriorating  the  stream  of  life,  diminishing  the 
vital  forces,  entailing  irreparable  debility,  and  laying  the 
foundation  for  numberless  diseases. 

Homoeopathy  rejects  all  such  external  applications  as 
blisters,  setons,  cauteries,  &c.,  not  only  as  cruel,  injurious, 
and  debilitating,  but  as  absolutely  useless — while  Allopathy 
resorts  to  these  violent  and  at  best  palliative  measures,  in 
the  total  absence  of  suitable  remedies  for  subduing  the  acute 
or  chronic  inflammatory  action  for  which  they  are  applied. 

Homoeopathy  repudiates  all  surgical  operations  for  ex¬ 
ternal  local  diseases,  since  it  possesses  remedies  for  neutral¬ 
izing  the  internal  virus  which  generates  the  external  appear¬ 
ance — while  Allopathy  expends  the  strength  and  tortures 
and  mutilates  the  bodies  of  its  unfortunate  patients  by  the 
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most  barbarous  operations,  which  serve  only  to  remove 
the  effect  without  reaching  the  cause. 

Homoeopathy  forbids  the  use  of  all  purgative  and  ape¬ 
rient  medicines,  as  entailing  the  most  injurious  conse¬ 
quences  on  the  functions  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and 
as  being  altogether  useless  and  deceptive  in  a  remedial 
point  of  view — while  Allopathy  drenches  its  patients  with 
drastic  drugs  for  complaints  of  the  most  opposite  character, 
thus  exciting  morbid  action  in  the  intestinal  canal,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  inducing  complete  torpidity  and  loss  of  its  power. 

By  what  has  been  here  said,  it  will  be  seen  that 
Homoeopathy  addresses  its  remedial  efforts  directly  to  the 
disease  itself,  the  cause  of  all  the  disturbance  in  the 
economy,  regardless  of  the  symptoms,  or  making  use  of 
them  only  as  indications  whereby  to  select  the  remedy 
which  is  suitable  for  the  annihilation  of  the  cause; — 
w^hereas  Allopathy  aims  its  blows  at  the  symptoms  alone, 
leaving  untouched  and  unscathed  the  morbid  cause  of 
those  symptoms,  and  at  the  best  produces  only  a  palliative 
and  temporary  amelioration. 

If  this  be  a  fair  representation  of  the  two  systems  of 
medicine,  neither  overrating  the  advantages  of  the  new, 
nor  exaggerating  the  defects  of  the  old,  then  must  it  be 
acknowledged  that  the  discoveries  which  Hahnemann  has 
made  and  the  doctrines  he  has  founded  thereon  are  the 
most  comprehensive,  enlightened,  and  beneficial  that  have 
ever  sprung  from  the  intellect  of  man ; — and  that  they  are 
as  practically  valuable  and  beneficial  as  they  are  here  de¬ 
scribed  to  be,  can  be  proved  to  demonstration  by  an 
extensive  treatment  of  patients  on  this  system  at  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Institution  now  in  full  operation  in 
London.  Those  who  sincerely  desire  to  ascertain  the 
practical  advantage  of  this  mode  of  treatment  may  easily 
satisfy  themselves  by  personal  investigation ;  but  those 
who  are  unwilling  candidly  to  examine  into  the  subject 
have  surely  no  right,  in  absolute  ignorance  of  facts,  to  im¬ 
pugn  the  truth  of  our  statements 
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FUTILITY  OF  THE  OBJECTIONS  MOST  COMMONLY 
ADVANCED  AGAINST  HOMOEOPATHY. 

In  all  places  where  Homoeopathy  has  been  established, 
the  success  of  its  practitioners  in  curing  diseases  of  the 
most  formidable  character  has  been  marked  and  striking ; 
patients  labouring  under  maladies  hitherto  deemed  in¬ 
curable,  and  fast  advancing  towards  a  fatal  termination, 
are  often  found  restored  to  health  and  strength  by  skilful 
homoeopathic  treatment ;  and  these  cures  are  particularly 
conspicuous  in  cases  of  consumption,  even  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  the  disease.  These  undeniable  and  convincing 
facts  necessarily  excite  public  observation,  interest  and 
inquiry,  and  menace  the  security  of  many  a  long-established 
practice  which  had  previously  considered  itself  perma¬ 
nently  safe  from  all  encroachment.  It  is  not  surprising, 
therefore,  that  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  just  alarm  should 
be  aroused  on  the  part  of  those  whose  interests  are 
threatened,  and  that  they  should  make  attempts  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  a  science  which  is  wholly  at  variance  with 
the  doctrines  inculcated  by  their  education  and  with  their 
daily  habits  of  thinking,  and  which  requires  entirely  new 
studies  for  the  application  of  curative  agents.  It  is  clear 
that  the  progress  of  Homoeopathy,  as  of  every  other  prac¬ 
tical  science,  must  depend  upon  the  successful  and  bene¬ 
ficial  application  of  its  doctrines ;  upon  this  ground  it  has 
hitherto  triumphantly  advanced  despite  of  all  opposition, 
and  that  too  of  no  ordinary  virulence,  and  upon  this  ground 
alone  it  is  willing  to  take  its  stand  and  found  its  claim  to 
future  support.  But  as  the  arguments,  or  rather  the  ob- 
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jections  put  forth  against  this  system  by  its  opponents^  are 
somewhat  plausible  and  ingenious^  it  is  not  always  an  easy 
task,  even  for  persons  w^ho  have  experienced  its  advan¬ 
tages  and  are  thoroughly  convinced  of  its  truth  and  su¬ 
periority,  to  rebut  the  attacks  and  ridicule  with  which  it  is 
assailed;  I  have  therefore  collected  the  most  prominent 
and  most  specious  objections  hitherto  urged  against  the 
science,  and  shall  endeavour  to  show  how  utterly  futile  and 
flimsy  they  are  when  properly  sifted.  It  is  said : 


1st.  The  minute  doses  are  mere  humbug, and  can  have  no 

effect  whatever  on  disease. 

This  is  usually  the  first  objection  advanced  by  our  op¬ 
ponents,  and  is  made  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  effect  of  ho¬ 
moeopathic  remedies,  though,  when  addressed  to  persons 
equally  unacquainted  with  their  power,  it  is  no  doubt  con¬ 
clusive  ;  but  to  those  who  have  either  been  treated  homoeo- 
pathically  themselves,  or  who  have  witnessed  the  effects  of 
the  medicines  on  others,  we  may  safely  appeal  to  corrobo¬ 
rate  our  emphatic  declaration  that  they  are  most  prompt, 
active,  and  powerful  in  their  action.  And  since  the  mi¬ 
nuteness  of  the  dose  furnishes  the  strongest  ground  for  the 
charge  of  humbug, it  is  evident  that  the  objection  as  to 
size  might  easily  be  removed  by  increasing  the  bulk ;  but 
as  the  doses  are  sufficiently  active  and  efficacious  in  their 
present  atomic  quantity,  and  as  no  necessity  exists  for 
practising  even  the  semblance  of  deception,  or  of  sacrificing 
principle  to  appearance,  they  have  always  been  administered 
in  their  convenient  infinitesimal  form,  the  advantages  of 
which,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  are  abundantly  obvious.  More¬ 
over,  the  power  of  the  minute  doses  is  not  a  mere  ab¬ 
stract  question,  dependent  for  ])roof  upon  a  long  chain 
of  reasoning,  but  a  plain,  practical  truth,  capable  of  de¬ 
monstration  at  any  time  by  experiment ;  and  he  who 
has  not  thus  tested  them,  and  refuses  to  do  so,  has  no 
right  to  set  up  his  own  vague  and  unfounded  asser¬ 
tion  against  the  absolute  evidence  of  facts.  If  homoeo- 
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pathic  medicines  were  as  gross  in  their  particles  as  those 
prepared  for  allopathic  practice,  and  were  equally  admi¬ 
nistered  without  specific  relationship  to  the  disease,  the 
objection  as  to  size  would  be  a  valid  one ;  but  it  has  already 
been  stated  (page  15,)  that  the  active  properties  of  me¬ 
dicinal  substances  are  not  only  greatly  increased,  but  new 
medicinal  virtues  are  also  developed  to  an  extraordinary 
degree  by  the  peculiar  process  of  preparation,  namely,  by 
trituration,  or  prolonged  friction,  discovered  by  Hahnemann^ 
The  increased  powers  thus  called  forth  would  alone  be  a 
sufficient  reason  for  greatly  reducing  the  quantities ;  but 
when  it  is  further  considered  that  this  process  gives  them 
also  the  power  of  pervading  the  entire  economy,  and  con¬ 
sequently  of  acting  specifically  on  organs  rendered  ex¬ 
tremely  susceptible  by  disease,  it  is  not  so  very  difficult  to 
account  for  the  fact  that  the  most  minute  quantity  is  suf¬ 
ficient  to  act  with  the  required  force.  But  setting  aside 
the  ratio7iale  of  the  question,  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  the 
doses  usually  prescribed  are  as  large  as  daily  experience 
and  observation  justify,  and  such  being  the  case,  what 
practical  purpose  could  be  answered  by  administering 
larger  doses?  Medicines  thus  employed  have  at  the  same 
time  the  negative  advantage  of  not  injuring  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  even  if  not  correctly  chosen— an  advantage  which 
cannot  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  the  large  doses  of  calomel 
and  other  deleterious  drugs  administered  by  the  old  thera¬ 
peutic  school.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
infinitesimal  globules  are  not  the  offspring  of  theory,  or  of 
any  preconceived  hypothesis  put  forth  by  Hahnemann, 
but  are  the  result  of  pure  experiment  and  observation, 
the  necessity  for  minuteness  being  rendered  apparent  by 
the  fact  that  medicines  in  allopathic  doses,  administered 
according  to  the  homoeopathic  law,  had  the  effect  of  aggra¬ 
vating  too  severely  the  symptoms  of  the  malady,  and  con¬ 
sequently  retarding  the  cure.  Let  us  therefore  no  more  be 
told  that  the  minute  doses  are  humbug,^^  at  least  till 
repeated  experiments  have  proved  them  to  be  so. 
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‘2d.  The  minute  doses  cannot  he  dej)ended  upon  in  acute  cases  of 

disease. 

This  is  another  assertion  wholly  devoid  of  truths  and 
founded  either  upon  an  utter  ignorance  of  the  science^  or 
put  forward  with  a  view  to  deceive,  and  thereby  to  deter 
patients  from  seeking  that  mitigation  of  suffering  they 
would  assuredly  derive  from  homoeopathic  treatment ;  for 
it  is  in  these  very  cases  that  the  active  properties  of  the 
medicines  are  most  conspicuous,  and  in  which  the  alle¬ 
viation  and  cures  are  most  prompt,  certain,  and  convincing; 
in  proof  of  which  we  may  proudly  appeal  to  all  persons 
who  have  been  submitted  to  this  treatment  as  living  testi¬ 
monies  of  the  truth  of  our  proposition.  Long  experience 
and  daily  observation  testify  that  there  is  no  case  of  acute 
disease,  arising  whether  from  inflammatory  action  or  other 
morbid  cause,  and  however  virulent  or  threatening  may  be 
its  character,  which  might  not  be  arrested  and  subdued  by 
homoeopathic  remedies  much  more  quickly  and  effectually 
than  by  the  violent  and  destructive  measures  resorted  to  in 
like  circumstances  by  the  old  school,  by  which  the  patient 
is  debilitated  or  his  constitution  ruined,  even  if  he  escape 
a  fatal  issue.  So  certain,  indeed,  is  the  operation  of  the 
homoeopathic  remedies  that  it  may  be  laid  down  as  an 
axiom,  that  the  rapidity  of  their  action  is  in  exact  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  activity  of  the  disease ;  from  whence  it  follows, 
that  the  more  active  and  acute  the  disease,  the  more 
prompt  will  be  the  action  of  the  remedies. 


3d.  The  cures  of  Homoeopathy  are  attrihutahle  to  Nature  alone. 

When  cures  under  homoeopathic  treatment  are  too 
obvious  to  be  denied,  they  are  of  course  attributed  by  our 
opponents  to  Nature,  or  to  any  other  than  the  true  cause. 
No  disease,  assuredly,  can  be  cured  without  the  assistance 
of  Nature,  and  it  is  by  administering  medicines  wliicli  act 
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in  conformity  with  her  restorative  efforts  that  Homoeo¬ 
pathy  is  so  eminently  successful ;  but  if  Nature  alone^^ 
can  eradicate  such  diseases  as  are  daily  removed  under 
homoeopathic  treatment^  what  necessity  can  there  exist  at 
all  for  medical  professors^  and  why  do  patients  in  so  many 
instances  linger  on  in  hopeless  suffering  and  debility,  or 
why  does  Nature  wait  until  Hommopathy  is  applied  to 
before  she  commences  her  curative  process?  Nature  un¬ 
assisted  no  doubt  may,  and  does,  subdue  many  complaints 
and  affections  of  a  slight  character,  but  no  one  will  venture 
to  assert  that  she  can,  by  her  unaided  powers,  successfully 
struggle  against  such  formidable  diseases  as  croup,  typhus 
fever,  consumption,  cholera,  paralysis,  scrofula,  gout,  &c., 
although  these  diseases  are  constantly  eradicated  by  Ho¬ 
moeopathy.  Moreover,  if  Nature  alone^^  is  capable  of 
effecting  such  cures,  how  can  our  opponents  justify  their 
bleeding,  blistering,  purging,  dosing  with  that  deadly 
poison  calomel,  and  all  such  debilitating  measures,  or  on 
what  rational  principle  can  they  defend  the  long  and  fright¬ 
ful  catalogue  of  compound  powders,  pills  and  draughts 
which  they  so  largely  administer?  Surely  they  must  now 
perceive  that  in  attributing  so  much  to  Nature  alone 
they  are  attempting  to  prove  more  than  they  wish  to 
acknowledge. 


4tli.  TAe  cures  of  Hornceopathy  are  attributable  to  the  faith  and 

imagination  of  the  patient. 

The  objection  here  made  presupposes  that  the  patient 
has  faith  in  Homoeopathy,  and  is  thereby  cured;  the  in¬ 
ference  therefore  is,  that  if  equal  faith  had  been  placed  in 
Allopathy,  that  system  w^ould  have  equally  cured  him. 
But  has  not  the  same  amount  of  faith  been  accorded  to 
the  old  school  by  its  adherents  ?  and  if  so,  has  it  in  all,  or 
in  the  majority  of  instances,  effected  a  cure?  Now,  as 
faith  in  any  system  of  medicine  can  only  be  the  result  of 
its  works,  it  is  evident  that  Homoeopathy  must  have  been 
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successful^  or  it  could  never  have  established  the  faith. 
But  this  objection  is  indeed  exceedingly  futile,  for  it  is  clear 
that  if  the  success  of  Homoeopathy  depended  upon  the 
faith  of  the  public^  it  never  could  have  advanced  a  single 
step^  since  by  far  the  greater  number  of  persons  who  resort 
,  to  its  aid  do  so  not  only  without  faith  in  its  powers,  but 
absolutely  with  a  prejudice  against  it,  and  really  have  re¬ 
course  to  it  as  a  forlorn  hope,  after  the  old  school  has 
signally  failed  to  give  them  the  relief  which  they  require. 
Such,  in  fact,  was  my  own  case  when  I  first  reluctantly 
consented  to  make  a  trial  of  its  remedies.  I  did  so,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  a  friend,  and 
without  the  slightest  expectation  or  belief  that  means  ap¬ 
parently  so  trifling  and  inadequate  could  affect  any  sensible 
change,  either  good  or  bad,  upon  my  constitution.  The 
most  beneficial  effects,  however,  were  produced,  and  upon 
these  effects  my  faith  has  been  built,  which  faith  has  been 
confirmed  and  increased  by  every  subsequent  day’s  expe¬ 
rience.  As  regards  the  objection  that  imagination  has  also 
its  share  in  Homoeopathic  cures,  I  may  remark  that  this 
science  is  equally  applicable  to  the  cure  of  diseases  incident 
to  the  lower  animals,  and  under  my  own  observation  its 
application  with  this  view  has  been  most  strikingly  suc¬ 
cessful.  Is  it  faith  and  imagination  which  work  the  cure 
in  these  cases?  And  further,  I  may  add  that  the  diseases 
of  children  which  are  most  rapid  in  their  progress,  and 
which  if  not  speedily  subdued  will  in  general  terminate 
fatally,  are  the  rery  cases  in  which  the  promptitude  and 
efficacy  of  homoeopathic  remedies  are  most  conspicuous 
and  convincing.  Will  it  be  pretended  that  infants  are 
cured  by  faith  and  imagination  ?  If  they  are,  then  surely 
their  delicate  stomachs  might  have  been  spared  the  nau¬ 
seous  potions  they  have  been  hitherto  doomed  to  swallow, 
and  their  tender  frames  preserved  from  the  destructive  in¬ 
fluence  of  calomel,  bleeding,  blistering,  purging,  &c. 
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otli.  Homoeopathy  cures  by  severe  regimen. 

How  far  this  assertion  is  correct  may  be  judged  by  any 
one  when  it  is  considered^  as  has  already  been  stated,  that 
there  are  no  cures  of  a  more  prompt  or  decisive  character 
than  those  of  the  diseases  of  infancy  under  homoeopathic 
treatment,  and  yet  no  dietetic  change  whatever  is  made  in 
these  cases  ;  nor  can  regimen  perform  any  part  in  the  cure 
of  patients  whose  diseases  are  of  so  aggravated  a  form  as  to 
preclude  them  from  taking  any  species  of  nourishment ; 
neither  can  it  tend  to  cure  those  whose  very  disease  is 
want  of  appetite.  Yet  it  cannot  be  denied  by  those  who 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  observing,  that  under  these 
circumstances  the  most  decisive  and  effectual  cures  are 
constantly  the  result  of  homoeopathic  treatment.  But 
even  if  this  objection  as  to  diet  were  founded  in  truth,  it 
would  not  serve  the  cause  of  the  objectors;  for  if  severe 
regimen  will  of  itself  cure  diseases,  why  do  not  the  prac¬ 
titioners  of  the  old  school  adopt  the  same  gentle  means 
instead  of  waging  war  against  the  constitution  of  their 
patients  with  the  deadly  weapons  which  they  now  wield 
so  unsparingly  and,  as  remedial  agents,  so  unsuccessfully? 
Moreover,  a  reference  to  what  has  been  already  said,  under 
the  head  Homoeopathic  Regimen,^^  will  show  that  its  se¬ 
verity  exists  only  in  the  brains  of  our  opponents ;  for  it 
consists  simply  in  restricting  patients  to  such  articles  of 
food  as  are  most  easily  digested  and  most  nutritious,  and 
to  such  beverage  as  is  free  from  stimulating  or  medicinal 
qualities.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  strict  attention 
to  proper  diet,  both  as  to  quality  and  quantity,  is  of  para¬ 
mount  importance  to  invalids  under  medical  treatment,  as 
it  must  tend  much  to  expedite  the  cure,  but  it  is  import¬ 
ant  only  as  an  accessory,  never  as  a  principal  in  the  cure 
of  disease. 
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6  til.  Many  Iversons  have  been  treated  by  Homoeopathy,  and  have 

not  been  cured. 

That  instances  of  failure  do  occasionally  occur  is  readily 
admitted^  and  yet  this  circumstanee  does  not  furnish 
a  valid  argument  against  Homoeopathy,  since  its  practition¬ 
ers  do  not  profess  to  perform  miracles.  But  to  meet  the 
objection,  it  may  be  asked,  was  not  disorganization  in 
those  cases  so  far  advanced,  or  were  not  the  vital  powers 
so  far  exhausted  as  to  preclude  the  chanee  of  cure  ?  and 
further,  did  the  patients  adhere  strictly  to  the  dietetic 
rules  prescribed,  and  above  all,  did  they  persevere  in  the 
treatment  sufficiently  long  to  give  the  medicines  a  full 
and  fair  opportunity  of  effecting  a  cure?  for  certain  it  is 
that  obstinate  chronic  complaints  which  are  inherent  in  the 
constitution  can  only  be  eradicated  by  very  gradual  and 
slow  degrees,  requiring  more  time,  perseverance,  and  self- 
denial,  than  many  are  inclined  to  submit  to.  All  diseases, 
indeed,  may  be  eradicated  by  skilful  homoeopathic  treat¬ 
ment,  provided  disorganization  of  the  part  affeeted  has 
not  advanced  to  absolute  destruction,  and  sufficient  life  is 
left  for  the  medicines  to  produce  their  curative  effects ; 
but  in  too  many  instances  patients  resort  to  its  aid,  not 
only  when  the  vital  powers  have  been  worn  out  by  disease, 
but  when  they  are  still  more  deteriorated  by  a  long  course 
of  injurious  allopathic  treatment,  thereby  rendering  restora¬ 
tion  hopeless,  and  a  mitigation  of  suffering  the  only  result 
to  be  expected  from  Homoeopathy.  Another  circumstance 
not  unfrequently  deters  patients  from  pursuing  the  treat¬ 
ment,  and  of  course  supplies  ground  for  the  charge  of 
failure;  this  arises  from  an  aggravation  of  the  symptoms  so 
often  excited  by  the  action  of  the  medicines,  which  in¬ 
duces  the  belief  that  the  disease  itself  is  increasing,  and 
that  the  patient  is  therefore  getting  worse,  whereas,  in 
reality,  this  proceeds  from  the  medicinal  struggle  with  the 
morbid  cause,  which,  if  continued  and  repeated,  Avould 


39 


ultimately  subdue  that  cause.  It  may  also  be  stated  as  a 
reason  why  some  failures  have  occurred  that^  although  the 
homoeopathic  law  is  infallible,  and  Homoeopathy  possesses 
within  itself  the  means  of  eradicating  all  diseases,  yet  the 
practitioner  himself  is  not  infallible ;  and  as  the  cure  of 
diseases  necessarily  depends  upon  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Materia  Medica,  upon  his  medical  and  physiological 
knowledge,  as  well  as  upon  his  skill  and  judgment,  it  is 
apparent  that,  in  all  cases  of  failure  (with  the  exceptions 
already  named),  the  fault  rests  exclusively  with  the  practi¬ 
tioner,  and  not  with  the  science.  In  truth,  however,  the 
question  is  not,  whether  Homoeopathy  ever  fails,  but  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  it  succeeds  in  cases  where  the  old  practice 
always  fails,  and  whether  in  cases  where  the  latter  only 
palliates  at  a  great  expense  to  the  constitution,  it  does  not 
cure  promptly  and  eifectually  without  the  slightest  injury 
to  the  organism.  On  the  comparative  success  of  the  two 
systems  Homoeopathy  founds  its  claim  to  public  support, 
and  confidently  challenges  public  inquiry.  If,  indeed, 
occasional  failures  should  be  the  standard  whereby  to 
estimate  the  value  of  a  system  of  medicine,  in  what  posi¬ 
tion  would  the  old  school  stand  at  the  present  moment ! 


7th.  Homoeopathy  is  everywhere  going  down. 

Ignorant,  indeed,  of  all  that  is  passing  around  him  must 
be  the  person  who  could  be  imposed  upon  by  an  assertion 
of  this  sort,  so  entirely  at  variance  with  truth ;  and  bold 
must  be  the  adversary  who  would  venture  to  put  it  forth 
in  the  face  of  facts  so  evident  as  the  unremitting,  rapid, 
and  wide-spreading  progress  of  this  science,  not  alone 
in  the  metropolis,  but  in  many  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  proof  whereof  it  may  be  enough  to  state 
that  ten  years  ago  Homoeopathy  was  hardly  known,  even 
by  name,  to  the  majority  of  the  medical  profession  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  public  were  altogether  unacquainted 
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with  its  existence ;  while  at  this  moment  the  faculty  know 
and  hear  much  more  of  its  doings  than  they  desire,  and 
amongst  the  enlightened  portion  of  the  public  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  an  individual  not  conversant  with  the 
name,  if  not  Avith  the  merits  of  the  system.  At  that  period 
one  medical  Homoeopathist  alone  had  but  recently 
established  himself  in  London,  while  now  the  number  has 
increased  to  at  least  twelve,  aaLo  are  all  in  full  and  success¬ 
ful  practice.  In  this  city  tAvo  dispensaries  have  also  been 
in  full  operation  for  some  time ;  and  an  hospital  is  now  on 
the  eve  of  being  established;  added  to  Avhich  there  are 
tAA^o  physicians  in  Liverpool,  two  in  Edinburgh,  one  in 
Dublin,  one  in  Manchester,  one  in  Glasgow,  one  in 
Exeter,  one  in  Bristol,  and  one  in  Churchill,  in  Oxford¬ 
shire,  all  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  this  science ; 
and  other  medical  men  also  aaLo  have  not  the  courage  to 
avow  it  openly,  practise  it  privately.  But  a  further  proof 
of  the  advancement  of  this  science  in  public  estimation  is 
the  anxious  desire  experienced  in  almost  eA^ery  city  and 
large  toAvn  throughout  England  for  the  establishment 
Avithin  them  of  a  homoeopathic  practitioner.  To  supply 
the  extensive  demand  thus  created  for  homoeopathic  medi¬ 
cines,  and  to  mark  hoAV  far  Homoeopathy  is  going  doAvn,^’ 
it  may  also  be  stated  that  a  chemist*  is  established  in 
London,  who  is  engaged  exclusively  in  the  preparation, 
and  Avhose  sole  dependence  is  on  the  sale,  of  these  medica¬ 
ments.  It  is  not  necessary,  nor  in  the  prescribed  limits 
of  this  little  Avork  is  there  room,  to  give  statistical  details 
of  the  present  advanced  position  of  Homoeopathy  in  the 
various  countries  of  the  AA^orld.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  in 
Paris,  Avhere  ten  years  ago  there  Avas  but  one  practitioner, 
there  are  noAv  at  least  fifty.  There  also  is  settled  the  illus¬ 
trious  author  of  this  science,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of 
his  age,  still  successfully  practising,  improving,  and  teach¬ 
ing  the  art  to  Avhich  his  life  has  been  devoted.  In  Prussia 


*  Mr.  Ileadlaiid,  l.j  I’rince.s  Street,  Hanover  Sfiuure. 
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its  advantages  have  been  recognised  by  the  establishment 
of  several  professorships;  and  throughout  the  various 
countries  of  Germany  it  has  made  such  extensive  strides 
that  fifteen  universities  and  academies  allow  lectures  on 
Homoeopathy.  Even  in  Austria,  where  reform  and  innova¬ 
tions  are  always  viewed  with  suspicion  and  dread,  it  has 
forced  its  way  to  the  very  court,  and  an  homoeopathic 
hospital,  for  the  reception  of  a  hundred  patients,  has 
recently  been  established  at  Vienna,  under  the  direction 
and  immediate  patronage  of  the  Emperor  himself,  and  a 
homoeopathic  chair  has  been  appointed  in  the  university 
of  that  city.  The  science  has  likewise  penetrated  into 
Russia,  Hungary,  Italy,  Sicily,  and  indeed  into  every 
corner  of  the  civilized  world;  but  in  the  United  States  of 
America  the  rapidity  of  its  progress  seems  to  have  so  far 
outstripped  that  in  every  other  country,  that  it  bids  fair 
soon  to  supplant  altogether  the  allopathic  school  of  medi¬ 
cine  in  that  immense  republic. 

How  completely  does  the  plain  statement  of  a  few  un¬ 
deniable  facts  refute  the  empty  boast  of  its  opponents 
that  Homoeopathy  is  everywhere  going  down  1” 

8th.  Medical  men  generally  reject  Homoeopathy, 

This  is  far  from  being  a  valid  objection  against  Homoeo¬ 
pathy,  since  we  shall  vainly  endeavour  to  find  in  the 
history  of  medicine  any  valuable  discovery  which  has  not 
in  its  time  been  exposed  to  the  opposition  of  the  faculty, 
an  opposition  continued  in  most  cases  until  all  the  rest 
of  the  world  had  become  convinced  of  the  importance  of 
the  discovery,  and  resistance  was  no  longer  possible.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  to  be  expected  that  Homoeopathy  should 
meet  with  a  better  reception  than  was  afforded  to  the  dis¬ 
coveries  of  Harvey  and  Jenner, — discoveries  which, 
although  highly  valuable  and  important,  in  their  time, 
may  now  be  considered  as  trifling,  in  their  practical 
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results,  when  compared  with  the  revelations  of  Hahne¬ 
mann.  And  destined  as  the  doctrines  of  this  illustrious 
man  are  to  work  a  complete  revolution  in  medicine,  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  expect  that  they  will  meet  with  an  oppo¬ 
sition  the  bitterness  of  which  is  only  to  be  measured  by 
the  influence  of  the  discovery.  The  new  system  renders 
useless  the  already-acquired  knowledge  of  medical  men,  in 
whatever  relates  to  the  Materia  Medica,  and  therapeutics, 
(the  healing  branch  of  the  art ;)  it  obliges  all  who  adopt  it 
to  renounce  the  destructive  mode  of  administering  medi¬ 
cine  taught  by  the  old  school,  and  to  commence  anew 
'  their  therapeutic  studies ;  it  compels  them  to  admit  that 
the  principal  portion  of  their  education  has  been  eiTone- 
ous  and  defective ;  and  above  all,  it  interferes  with  the 
interests  of  those  who  have  been  long  accustomed  to 
regard  themselves  as  secure  in  their  professional  position. 
To  those,  therefore,  who  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  exten¬ 
sive  and  lucrative  practice,  the  new  doctrine  is  fraught 
with  danger;  and  hence,  from  the  very  fact  of  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  high  reputation,  there  too  frequently  arises  the 
strongest  worldly  motives  to  justify  an  unsparing  opposi¬ 
tion.  In  these  considerations  sufficient  reasons  may  be 
found  to  account  for  the  circumstance  that  by  the  medical 
men  of  the  present  day  little  disposition  is  manifested  to 
give  to  Homoeopathy  a  fair,  much  less  a  favorable,  recep¬ 
tion.  With  too  many  of  them  the  question  is  not  whether 
its  doctrine^  be  correct  or  erroneous,  its  results  beneficial 
or  deceptive,  but  whether  they  can  be  assented  to  without 
submitting  to  a  certain  degree  of  self-humiliation  in  the 
face  of  society,  and  without  incurring  the  consequent  risk 
of  pecuniary  loss.  A  short-sighted  policy  dictates  to 
them  to  ^^let  well  alone/^  and  it  would  be  too  much  to 
expect  from  the  members  of  any  profession  an  amount  of 
moral  courage  sufficiently  strong  to  enable  them  very 
readily  to  embrace  a  truth,  which  brings  with  it  a  convic¬ 
tion  that  they  have  employed  the  best  years  of  their  lives 
in  acquiring  opinions  which  had  no  foundation,  save  in 
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error.  With  the  public^  however^  and  with  invalids  in 
particular,  the  consideration  is  far  different  both  in  cha- 
racter  and  importance ;  with  them  the  question  is,  whe¬ 
ther  their  maladies  shall  be  subdued  or  increased,  their 
sufferings  mitigated  or  continued ;  whether  they  shall  seek 
to  restore  the  healthy  performance  of  their  organic  func¬ 
tions,  or  permit  them  to  be  subjected  to  still  further 
derangement;  whether  they  shall  doom  themselves  to 
endless  pills  and  draughts,  alike  nauseous  and  pernicious, 
to  bleedings  and  blisterings,  alike  painful  and  destructive; 
or,  whether  by  a  scientific,  mild,  and  rational  medical 
treatment,  their  diseases  shall  be  promptly  and  effectually 
eradicated,  and  their  health  and  strength  restored,  upon 
principles  at  once  plain  and  intelligible. 

Having  thus  shown  that  interested  motives,  habitual 
attachment  to  the  doctrines  of  their  own  school,  and  a 
dread  of  the  humiliation  attendant  upon  the  admission  of 
having  practised  upon  an  erroneous  system,  furnish  strong 
reasons  for  the  opposition  of  medical  men  to  Homoeopathy, 
and  sufficiently  account  for  their  resisting  it ;  considering, 
moreover,  that  they  are  in  most  cases  utterly  ignorant  of 
its  value,  both  in  theory  and  practice,  and  take  no  pains  to 
inquire  into  its  merits,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon 
the  importance  to  be  attached  to  their  opinions  or  repre¬ 
sentations  on  the  subject. 

Unfounded  and  untenable  as  the  usual  and  more  plau¬ 
sible  charges  against  Homoeopathy  have  been  shown  to  be, 
there  yet  remains  three  others  which  are  occasionally 
brought  forward,  but  so  worthless  and  futile  as  to  deserve 
only  a  few  cursory  remarks.  It  is  alleged, 

Is/^. —  That  homoeopathic  experiments  were  made  in  Paris, 
and  proved  unsuccessfuL 

‘Idly. — That  homoeopathic  medicines  are  all  active  poisons, 

3dly, — That  Homoeopathy  employs  only  one  medicine  for 
all  diseases. 

To  estimate  the  value  of  the  first  of  these  assertions  we 
have  only  to  state  that  the  experiments  referred  to  were 
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conducted  by  allopathic  physicians,  in  the  absence  of  any 
homoeopathic  practitioner,  and,  consequently,  in  utter 
ignorance  of  the  principles  on  which  the  medicine  ought 
to  have  been  administered ;  that  they  were,  moreover,  car¬ 
ried  on  by  men  who  had  already  denounced  Homoeopathy 
as  absurd,  whose  interests  and  pride  dictated  the  denun¬ 
ciation,  and  who,  therefore,  desired  that  the  so-called 
experiments  should  prove  a  failure.  The  whole  affair  is, 
however,  so  ably  and  thoroughly  exposed  by  Dr.  Curie  in 
his  Principles  of  Homoeopathy,^^  that  it  is  necessary 
merely  to  refer  to  that  work  any  reader  who  may  be  de¬ 
sirous  of  ascertaining  the  justice  which  was  done  to  Ho¬ 
moeopathy  in  Paris. 

As  regards  the  second  assertion  ^^that  the  medicines 
are  all  active  poisons,^^  it  will  be  enough  to  observe  that  no 
doubt  many  of  them  are  so  when  taken  in  sufficient 
quantities,  and  that  the  old  school  prescribes  the  most 
energetic  of  them  in  large  and  oft-repeated  doses,  while 
Homoeopathy  makes  use  of  them  only  in  extremely  minute 
doses, — so  minute,  indeed,  that  our  very  adversaries  them¬ 
selves  insist  they  can  have  no  effect  whatever.  This 
charge,  therefore,  cuts  both  ways,  but  in  neither  way 
does  it  serve  the  purpose  of  the  objectors. 

The  third  assertion  is  so  weak  and  self-evidently  at 
variance  with  truth,  that  it  demands  only  a  simple  yet 
unqualified  denial ;  but  not  to  leave  even  this  shallow 
objection  unrebutted,  I  refer  the  reader  to  what  has  been 
already  stated  in  page  14,  where  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
homoeopathic  pharmacopoeia  comprises  upwards  of  two 
hundred  different  medicines,  a  number  far  exceeding  that  of 
the  remedies  actually  employed  under  the  old  allopathic 
practice. 
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CONCLUSION. 

However  brief  and  imperfect  may  be  the  performance 
of  the  task  I  have  undertaken,  I  have  entered  upon  it 
with  no  other  design  than  that  of  benefiting  my  fellow- 
creatures,  by  extending  a  knowledge  of  medical  doctrines 
which  are  at  once  sound,  rational,  and  intelligible  in 
theory,  and  which,  experience  has  proved  to  be  practically 
superior  to  all  others  in  their  application.  I  shall  feel 
gratified,  therefore,  if  I  have  been  instrumental  in  commu¬ 
nicating  more  clear  and  correct  notions  than  have  been 
commonly  entertained  of  the  value  of  Homoeopathy,  by 
explaining  the  important  features  wherein  it  differs  from 
the  existing  practice,  and  above  all  by  exposing  the  absur¬ 
dity  and  futility  of  the  objections  so  unfairly  and  un¬ 
sparingly  urged  against  it  by  those  w^hose  duty  it  is  rather 
to  examine  into  its  pretensions  than  unjustly  to  denounce 
it  without  inquiry.  I  hope,  moreover,  that  the  slight 
sketch  here  given,  will  at  least  be  sufficient  to  produce  a 
conviction  that*  the  subject  is  well  worthy  of  attention  and 
serious  consideration,  and  that  it  will  awaken  in  the  minds 
of  my  readers  an  earnest  desire  to  become  more  intimately 
and  practically  acquainted  with  a  science  the  most 
enlightened  and  beneficial  ever  presented  to  the  world, 
and  destined  sooner  or  later  to  supersede  the  existing 
school,  to  banish  long  established  and  baneful  errors,  and 
to  emancipate  the  human  race  from  sufferings  which,  up 
to  the  present  time,  they  have  vainly  endeavoured  to 
escape.  It  is  obvious  that  the  question  is  one  of  vital  and 
paramount  importance,  involving  as  it  does  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  entire  community;  for  health  is,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  the  most  estimable  of  all  earthly  attainments, 
as  without  it  all  other  acquisitions  are  of  little  value, 
while,  in  possession  of  it,  man  may  not  only  -  enjoy  all 
other  blessings,  but  is  thereby  placed  in  a  position  the 
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better  to  attain  the  object  of  his  pursuits.  It  is  deplorable 
to  contemplate  how  many  are  the  unhappy  victims  who 
are  carried  to  an  untimely  grave  by  the  ravages  of  dis¬ 
eases  which  baffle  the  most  consummate  skilly  and 
advance  unchecked  by  the  prevailing  school  of  medicine  ; 
by  such  individuals  Homoeopathy  would  not  be  appealed 
to  in  vain^  for,  by  its  powerful  aid,  the  suffering  invalid 
would  in  most  cases  be  rescued  from  the  grasp  of  the 
destroyer.  Thousands  of  persons  are  rapidly  swept  off  in 
the  prime  of  life  by  malignant  fevers  and  other  infectious 
diseases,  which  set  at  defiance  the  resources  of  art  as 
hitherto  practised  by  the  medical  faculty ;  to  individuals 
thus  exposed  to  immediate  and  imminent  danger.  Homoeo¬ 
pathy  offers  its  prompt  and  energetic  aid,  and  would  but 
rarely  fail  to  w^ard  off  the  impending  blow\  Thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  are  doomed  to  linger  out  a  miserable 
existence,  subject  to  the  wasting  torments  of  loathsome 
chronic  maladies,  entailed  upon  them  by  an  hereditary 
virus ;  to  individuals  thus  suffering,  Homoeopathy,  like¬ 
wise,  proffers  its  potent  aid,  efficacious  in  its  means  to 
eradicate  the  deeply-rooted  poison,  and  to  restore  them  to 
the  integrity  of  health  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  w  orld. 
How  many  of  our  suffering  fellow- creatures  have  been 
driven  in  despair  to  seek  relief  from  the  pernicious  nos¬ 
trums  and  delusive  pretensions  of  the  ignorant  quack, 
in  the  hope  to  obtain  from  him  that  cure  or  mitigation 
which  had  been  long  and  vainly  sought  at  the  hands  of 
the  regular  and  educated  practitioner,  and  have  ultimately 
sunk  to  the  tomb  the  victims  of  disease,  disappointment, 
and  deleterious  drugs  !  This  monster  evil  and  disgrace  of 
our  enlightened  country,  successful  quackery,  will  gra¬ 
dually  dwindle  away,  and  be  finally  banished  altogether, 
when  the  glorious  truths  of  Homoeopathy  shall  have 
become  universally  acknowledged,  and  have  supplanted 
the  errors,  and  supplied  the  long-admitted  deficiencies  of 
the  existing  school. 

Tliis  science  is,  in  truth,  infallible  in  its  principle,  and 
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inexhaustible  in  its  resources,  and  possesses  within  itself 
the  most  powerful  weapons,  whereby  to  combat  every  evil 
conquerable  by  the  art  and  intellect  of  man.  It  is  a 
powerful  coadjutor  with  nature,  and  in  adding  its  efforts 
to  those  of  the  vital  powers,  it  is  ever  pre-eminently  suc¬ 
cessful  in  subduing  the  manifold  diseases  which  flesh  is 
heir  to.^^ 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  said  that  the  arguments  here 
advanced  in  support  of  Homoeopathy,  however  plausible 
in  appearance,  are  but  mere  assertions  unsupported  by 
the  evidence  of  facts,  and  that,  even  if  the  wTiter  con¬ 
scientiously  believes  all  that  he  asserts,  he  may  still  be 
deceived  by  an  enthusiastic  admiration  of  a  delusive  and 
specious  theory;  luckily,  however.  Homoeopathy  is  not  a 
mere  abstract  or  theoretical  question ;  it  is  a  practical 
science,  founded  on  experiment,  supported  by  facts  and 
verified  by  the  incontrovertible  and  daily  testimony  of 
success  in  the  cure  of  disease  in  every  form  and  character. 

In  further  confirmation  of  all  that  has  been  said  in  the 
preceding  pages,  its  practical  results  may  be  ascertained 
by  personal  inspection  at  the  institution,  for  the  reception 
of  patients,  now"  established  at  No.  17,  Hanover  Square, 
w^here  five  hundred  patients  are  usually  under  treatment. 
At  this  institution  medical  professors  are  at  all  times 
invited  to  attend  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  progress 
of  the  various  cases,  and  the  public,  also,  are  admitted 
every  Saturday,  at  12  o’clock,  to  an  examination  of  a  great 
variety  of  interesting  and  extraordinary  cases  constantly 
under  treatment. 
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